
Landesweite Schwerpunktaktion zeigt erhebliche Sichertsmängel beim Verkauf von Abbeizern  

 

http://www.munlv.nrw.de/ministerium/presse/presse_aktuell/presse070305a.php 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Translation 
 
Press release of the German Ministry for the Environment and Nature Conservation, Agriculture and Consumer protection in 
the County Nordrhein-Westfalia 

 
State-wide awareness campaign reveals severe safety deficiency in retail of paint strippers  

 
During a state-wide awareness campaign, conducted during 2006, the Ministry for Consumer Protection detected considerable 
deficiencies in the retailing of paint strippers. Paint strippers are used during the treatment of wood and often contain 

dichloromethane, that is suspected to have carcinogenic effects. Furthermore it acts as a narcotic and can lead to 
unconsciousness and, in the worst case, to death. Therefore the sale of this dangerous substance is only permitted after 

detailed consultation with the customer, and it is not allowed to provide such paint strippers in self-service sections. During the 
awareness campaign, nearly 400 Do-it-yourself stores were inspected. DCM-based paint strippers were found in 28 of these 

stores, approximately 8%. In 17 stores the ban on the self-service sale of these products had been ignored. In 23 stores no 
trained personnel were available, despite the aforementioned requirement for detailed consultation. . 

 
Reacting to  the findings of this campaign, the  Minister for Consumer Protection, Eckhard Uhlenberg, announced further 

inspections: “The shops play with the health of their customers. We will therefore initiate further actions. At the same time I 
support the Initiative of the Federal Ministry for Work, which pursues a general restriction of such paint strippers at EU level. In 

the meantime there are sufficient alternative methods to remove paint, e.g. sandpaper, sand-blasting or hot-air guns. Today 

the use of dichloromethane paint strippers in no longer necessary. 
 

Interior and exterior use of dichloromethane paint strippers is only allowed in combination with specialised, fully-protective 
clothing and gloves. According to the Chemicals Act, consumers have to be warned of the potential dangers by experienced 

personnel as well as by written warnings on the packaging. In the meantime serious incidents continue to occur. During the last 
20 years incidents with seven fatalities and 15 injured persons have been recorded across Germany.            

 
After becoming aware of the legal situation with regard to these particular paint strippers, most of the retailers discontinued 

their sale of the products, with the likelihood that their availability will continue to decrease.  


