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No effective protection against some chemicals; paint strippers based on methylene chloride belong to this category.

· The solvent dichloromethane or methylene chloride belong to the chemical class of “chlorinated hydrocarbons” and carry a carcinogenic potential.

· The vapour of this solvent damages the livers and nerves as well as it creates changes in the haemogram (blood picture). 

· The vapours act as a narcotic, paralyse the central nervous system and can lead to fatality by suffocation.

· ventilation is not really helpful because the triggering level and the MAK-value (occupational exposure limit) ist regularely exceeded.

· Breasing filters are not effective (except self-contained respirators)

Additionally it is of importance to know that only 1 gramm of a dichloromethane paint stripper poisons 1000 liters water, the remains of stripped paint is considered as “Hazardous Waste”, and many more.

Consequence: The affiliates of the Heinrich Schmid Group have strictly banned the purchase of methylene chloride based paint strippers!

(the Editorial Staff) 

